Chapter 1

Read the chapter and answer the following questions.
A/ Summary - Fill in the blanks.

(1) The book opens with the death of the _______________ of Folarin Solaja, an outspoken _________________ working for the newspaper _____________. The first scene shows how a scene of everyday life (__________ is preparing her schoolbag) can be abruptly disrupted by sudden violence. As she hears her father _____________, Sade rushes outside only to see her mother lying on the ground, dying: she has been _____________ and a car is heard vanishing in the distance. Unfortunately, the doctor is unable to save Mrs Solaja. Both Sade and her little brother, _________, are in shock and remain speechless. In a discussion in the study, __________  _____________ advises his brother to go to London to their brother ___________'s in order to hide. Although Folarin is reluctant to leave Nigeria, Uncle Tunde manages to make him see sense and he finally agrees to his brother's plan.

B/ Answer the following questions.

(2) Why does Sade want to change clothes?

(3) The truth is the truth. How can I write what's untrue?
Why is in italics? Who says that? What does it reveal about his/her personality?

(4) Was Mrs Solaja aware of the risks related to her husband's articles? Imagine what he must have criticised in them.

C/ Historical context.

(5) Who are Ken Saro-Wiwa and General Abacha?
(6) What do we learn about Nigeria and its regime at the time?

(7) Who are the "buttons" and the "brains"?

Chapter 2

Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary - Fill in the blanks.

(1) Both brothers have decided it would be safer to leave ______________ to go to _______________. Uncle Tunde is to arrange for the __________________. They have to travel under false identities to ________________ the authorities. One month before Mrs Solaja's death, the police had already ________________ their house and searched everywhere for ______________ and Mr Solaja's passport. The children are to leave first with Mrs ______________.

B/(2) Give the following information.

Uncle Tunde's occupation: ______________________

Femi's best friend: _________________________

Femi's favourite pastime: _____________________

Mama Buki's relation to Mama: ___________________

C/ Answer the following questions.

(3) Where was Papa supposed to go one month before? Why?

(4) Why can't they tell anyone that they are planning to leave?

(5) Why is it convenient for the children to go with Mrs Bankole?

D/ Going further

(6) Analyse and compare Sade's and Femi's behaviours in this chapter.

(7) Imagine the children's state of mind when they are told they are leaving this same night.

(8) What metaphor is used to describe the gang of policemen who burst into their house? Explain.

Chapter 3
Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ (2) Give the following information
Uncle Dele's occupation: ______________________

Uncle Dele's place of work: _________________________

Names of Sade's two favourite ornaments: _____________________

C/ Answer the following questions
(3) Where was Papa supposed to go one month before? Why?

(4) Why can't they tell anyone that they are planning to leave?

(5) Why is it convenient for the children to go with Mrs Bankole?

D/ Going further

(6) Explain what the mother meant by "beans from the same pod".

(7) How many analepses (=flashbacks) are there in this chapter? Why are there so many?

(8) Whose stream of thought are we following?

(9) Analyse Femi's attitude throughout the chapter. What do we know about him before his mother's assassination?

(10) Explain the metaphor in "the blanket covered them like a great thunder cloud".

(11) Explain the last lines of the chapter from "Only a few hours ago" onwards.

Chapter 4

Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary -Fill in the blanks.

(1) Uncle Tunde drives the children to the ______________, where __________________ is to be waiting for them. Their uncle has to _______________ them under a _______________ for fear the police might see them at they stop at the __________________. At the second one, uncle Tunde has to lie to the officer and ______________ him so that he will let him carry on his journey. At the airport, they are __________________ to Mrs Bankole with whom they are to travel.

B/ Vocabulary
(2) Throughout the chapter, pick out words referring to feelings and emotions. Classify them in the following categories: nouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs.

C/ Answer the following questions.

(3) Why do people have to pay money to go through roadblocks, especially minibuses?

(4) p.22 Folarin Solaja says "The bully only gets away with it because others let him." Give a definition of the word "bully". Who are the bullies here? Do you agree with Mr Solaja? Why (not)?

(5) Who are Mr Fix-It and Mrs Peacock? Explain.

D/ Going further

(6) What does Sade think about as the car takes her away to the airport? Explain.

(7) Explain the metaphor p.26 "a fox pawing back earth around a rabbit hole".

(8) Explain Sade's attitude and state of mind when Mrs Bankole takes her hand.
(9) How does the writer use the local traditions and culture to enliven her writing? Try to give specific examples.
Chapter 5

Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary -Fill in the blanks.

(1) At the airport, their luggage has to be ________________ by ________________. Once again, the officer is ________________with a naira note given by Mrs Bankole. After their luggage has been X-rayed, Femi and Sade wander towards a ______________ where crocodile skins are sold. The children protest but the lady _______________ not to hear their criticism.

On seeing wooden heads similar to hers, Sade breaks down and rushes to the ____________, where she burst into _______________. The rest of the journey is a ______________ for Sade, completely lost in her _______________ of a happy past.

B/ Vocabulary
(2) The following words were taken from page 31. Try to guess their meaning with the context.

Behind the closed door, Sade crouched on the seat trying to contain the waves of sobs. Her hands over her mouth did their best to stifle them.

C/ Answer the following questions
(3) Why does Femi fold his arms when asked to take off his rucksack? (p.29)

(4) What does "this old history" refer to p.30?

(5) Folarin Solaja says "The bully only gets away with it because others let him" p.22. Give a definition of the word "bully". Who are the bullies here? Do you agree with Mr Solaja? Why (not)?

(6) Who are Mr Fix-It and Mrs Peacock? Explain.

D/ Going further

(7) Analyse the passage p.31 starting from "Why did so many..." to "in her brain".

(8) Why is the wooden girl a recurrent motif in Sade's narrative?
(9) How does the author create tension in this chapter?
Chapter 6
Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary 
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ Answer the following questions
(2) Explain what the “tiny insect-plane” is. 
(3) On p.35, what does “a river” refer to? To what animal is it compared? Why? What point of view is used?
(4) Sade has several bad dreams. Try to interpret each of them relating it to the recent events.
(5) What does “whale-like monster” refer to? Explain.
C/ Going further

(6) Look up the word “flight” in the dictionary. Explain why it was chosen as a title.
(7) Explain why Sade might want to “shut everything out”. How does she try to shut everything out? Is it successful?
(8) What is their first view of London?
(9) Sade thinks that the last proper meal they ate had been cooked by their mother. What did the author want to show here?
(10)  “Femi was curled up like a bundle underneath his blanket” p.34. Comment on this sentence relating it to Femi’s state of mind since his mother’s death.
(11) Comment on the last sentence of the chapter.
Chapter 7
Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary -Fill in the blanks.

(1) Upon arriving Mrs Bankole orders the children to remain silent ______________ they are asked to say something. She fears they might say something that might seem strange or suspicious to the authorities. 

At immigration control, an officer, nicknamed _________________ by Sade, studies the passport carefully. Mrs Bankole and Sade fear that Femi might ___________ the officer's attention by fidgeting  and acting weirdly.

When they think they are through, a woman at the Customs beckons them. She wants to _____________ their luggage thoroughly. Sade waits patiently but, when the officer decides to cut and ruin her bag to search the lining, she _______________ and begs her to ______________, in vain.

B/ Answer the following questions.

(2) What are the Customs officers looking for in their luggage?

(3) What is there in Mrs Bankole's suitcase?

C/ Going further

(4) Focus on the passage "The eyes were taking" to "get Papa..." on p.37. What is the point of view used here?

(5) Why is the bag so important for Sade? Imagine what must be going through her mind as the officer cuts it.

(6) Make suppositions about what might happen in the next chapter.

Chapter 8
A/ Answer the following questions that will help you build your commentary.

I- A different world

a) A foreign country

(Choose two elements in the chapter showing that the children are now in a different world and that England and English people are very different from what Sade and Femi know. 

b) An unknown world

(With what word does the chapter begin? Why is it repeated?

(Why do the passengers remind her of her encyclopaedia?

c) A frightening world

(Pick out all the elements related to the lexical fields of fear or anxiety. Conclude.

II- A “gigantic” city


a) A huge city
(“Buildings, streets, roofs, telephone wires, trees, cloudy sky and now dirty tunnel walls”. Comment on the effect produced.

(Sade is looking at the tube maps in the train. Analyse this passage.

b) A maze

(Pick out all the elements that compare the city to a maze where one can get lost easily.

(How does Sade feel?

(What effect is produced on the reader?

c) People milling around
(Pick out all the expressions related to the lexical field of rush.

(Show that the city is teeming with people.

(What impression is created?

(Where are the children going? Why?

(Compare the pace of action and the pace of narration in this passage.

III- Abandoned

a) Mrs Bankole’s change of attitudes

(Show that Mrs Bankole is annoyed by the children’s presence.

(Show that Mrs Bankole uses “emotional blackmailing” with the children.

(Does she talk a lot?

(Try to explain her attitude.

b) Mrs Bankole’s impatience

(Comment on “Mrs Bankole grabbed…his way to the counter” p.45.

c) Alone!

(Throughout the chapter, the reader is given clues that something is going to happen. What are they?

(How does the tension build up throughout the chapter and especially on p.46?

(Why do you think Mrs Bankole has left the kids on their own? What do you think of her attitude?

(Why do you think Uncle Dele was not at the airport?

(Sum up the main points of the commentary.

(Conclude by assessing the value of the chapter in the novel. Why is this chapter a turning point?

Chapter 9
Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary -Fill in the blanks
(1) The children ________________ out of the cafe as they realize that Mrs Bankole has gone for good. They look everywhere but it seems she has ______________________ into thin air. The lady at the cafe makes them understand that they cannot _________________ and have to _______________. However, the problem is that Mrs Bankole has taken Uncle Dele's _________________ with her. How are the children supposed to find him without it?!
As Sade eventually remembers that their uncle works at the ______________________, she decides they should take the bus. She tries to ask her way but it proves to be hard as some people are unwilling to help them or mistake them for for ______________. Finally, thanks to a young man's help, they _________________ the college. Yet, another twist of events means that they learnt that their uncle hasn't been seen for a _____________. The children are informed that the police is investigation his disappearance. 

B/ Answer the following questions
(2) Pick out elements showing that Sade knows Mrs Bankole is never coming back.

(3) Pick out three elements showing that it is cold. 

C/ Translate
(4) p.49 "And the more place names they read, the more frightened Sade felt."

D/ Going further

(5) Why is Uncle Dele's absence from College worrying? Imagine what might have happened to him.
(6) Carefully read the paragraph on page 51 that begins: “Soon they were travelling”. What are Sade’s feelings and how does the writer convey them?
Chapter 10
Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary 
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ Vocabulary
(2) In the first ten lines of the chapter, pick out the elements referring to light. Classify them in the following categories: nouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs. 
(3) What atmosphere is created?
C/ Answer the following questions
(4) How does the grocery store remind Sade and Femi of home?

(5) Describe Femi’s response to the shopkeeper. What does this tell us about Femi’s character?

(6) What can you say about the woman who says "Makes you wonder about some parents, doesn't it, Mr Mills?" ?

(7) On p.58, you can read "he growled like an old lion defending his den". What figure of speech is used here? What is the effect produced?

(8) Why doesn't Video Man want to let them go? Imagine what may happen next.

D/ Going further

(9) What can you say about the pace of action in this chapter? Can you explain the author's choice?

Chapter 11
Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ Vocabulary
(2) In the scene with the policemen and Video Man, pick out elements related to their attitude and classify them into the following categories: the policemen's coolness vs. Video Man's anger.

C/ Going further

(3) What are the passages in italics? What tense is generally used in these passages?

(4) In the rest of the chapter, what tense is generally used?

(5) Comment on the use of tenses in the chapter.

(6) What can you say about the transition between the passage in italics p.60 and the next passage p.61?

(7) Whose thoughts are we following? In this chapter, what is the link between the two narratives (i.e. common points, similarities)?

(8) What techniques does the author use to make the chapter so exciting?
Chapter 12

Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ SUMMARY : fill in the blanks
(1) Sade recalls a ____________________ she overheard between her dad and mum. They were talking about ________________ he wanted to _________________ in the newspaper Speak. They were pictures of ________________. These people were mostly ________________ who protested against the _______________ and demanded that all political ________________ be released at once. Her dad explained  how the soldiers had _____________ several students with no warning.

B/ Answer the following questions
(2) Explain "Brass Buttons".

(3) How has Folarin's newspaper survived despite the threats?

(4) Justify the use of capital letters p.65.

C/ Going further

(5) What specific word has triggered this flow of memories in Sade's mind? 

(Pay attention to the transition between the two chapters.)

(6) What do we learn about Nigeria at the time of General Abacha?

(7) Comment on the expression "student disturbances" p.65.

(8) What is a "state of emergency"?

Chapter 13
Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ Answer the following questions.

(2) Give as many details about the foster family as possible.

(3) What is the Children's Team? What will they come for?

C/ Going further

(4) Pick out all the elements showing that Mrs Graham's neighbourhood is rather poor.

(5) Compare this neighbourhood with the area where Sade and Femi used to live in Nigeria. What stereotype is Beverley Naidoo trying to deconstruct here? Comment on the title.
Chapter 14

Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Vocabulary.

(1) Find the equivalents for the following words or expressions (p.71)

avoir du mal à - glisser qqch dans qqch - être agenouillé - se répandre - tacher

B/ Summary
(2) Sum up the second part of this chapter. 

C/ Going further

(3) What can you say about the passage in italics? Is it the first time the reader has come across it? 

(4) Is it told differently or is it exactly the same?

(5) Why is it recurrent?

(6) Focus on the first paragraph: what is Sade trying to do? 

(7) What can you say about the pace of action in this first paragraph?
(8) This short chapter is very powerful. How and why?
Chapter 15
Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ Answer the following questions.

(2) Who is Jenny? What does she remind Sade of?

(3) Why are the children so reluctant to say their names? 
(4) How does the author show Sade’s reluctance? Quote a few examples.
(5) Why does Sade give her mother's maiden name instead of her father's name?

(6) Justify the use of capital letters p.65.

C/ Going further

(7) Show that Sade has an ambivalent opinion about telling the truth. Include quotations in your answer.

(8) Comment on the title. Give two interpretations.

Chapter 16
Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ Answer the following questions.

(2) In the first paragraph pick out words showing that the social worker has learnt little about Sade and Femi.

(3) Analyse and comment Sade's reaction when the social worker says they are going to be treated as refugees.

(4) Comment on Mr Solaja's opinion p.79.

(5) Comment on Kevin's attitude.

C/ Historical background

(6) Explain "Nigeria has been in the news a lot because of what happened to Ken Saro-Wiwa".

(7) Who were the Ogoni leaders alluded to by Sade? Why were they jailed?

D/ Going further

(8) What scene of the past does Sade recall?

(9) How does the author build up suspense in the last scene?

(10) Imagine why the phone is not ringing. Imagine what might have happened.

Chapter 17
Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ Answer the following questions.

(2) Give as much information about Mrs Appiah as possible.

(3) Pick out elements showing that she is gentle with the children.

(4) What figure of speech is used p.87 : "Asylum, immigration officers, forms, questionnaires, interviews..." What effect does it create? What is emphasized here?

(5) Pick out elements showing that Sade is uneasy about lying.

C/ Going further

(6) Who does Mr Nathan remind Sade of? Why? What about Mama Appiah? What about Jenny? Comment.

Chapter 18
Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/  SUMMARY - Fill in the blanks.

(1) The children and Mama Appiah meet Mr Nathan at _____________ ____________, have their ________________ taken in a self-service booth and take a train to the ________________ _____________ in South London. During the journey, Sade becomes absorbed in the landscape and _______________ the view of Ibadan from the steps of her grandmother's church. At the Immigration and Nationality Department, they have to ______________ for a long time, like everybody else. To claim Temporary Admission, the children have to be ___________________, which Femi refuses to do at first. It takes a lot of convincing to make him change his ______________. After a quick interview, they are finally ________________ Temporary Admission.

B/ Answer the following questions.

(2) "Pidgin English, Queen's English, Yoruba" (top p.90). What are they?

(3) The children arrive in front of the Immigration and Nationality Department. How is the building described? Quote some important words. What simile does Naidoo use to describe it. Can you explain why?
(4) "Once again she was reminded of her encyclopaedia and its picture of people from around the world. But the faces here looked much more tense and troubled than the people on the train to Victoria Station". Comment on this quotation from p.91.

(5) Throughout this chapter the reader is given an account of how immigrants and asylum seekers are treated by the authorities. Say how. Give details and include quotations in your answer. (be prepared to talk at least 4 minutes)

(6) How do the children react to the idea of going back to school? Why?

C/ Going further

(7) On p.95 Sade remembers how she used to play games with her little brother. She uses "USED TO" three times. Why? What is the effect produced?

(8) Comment on the transition between the first passage and the passage in italics.

(9) Comment on the transition between the passage in italics and the following passage.

(10) Are the transitions smooth or abrupt? How is this stylistic device called? What is the effect produced?
D/Give your opinion.

(11) Do you think a government should have the right to fingerprint children? Why (not)?
Chapter 19
Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ Answer the following questions.

(2) Why does Kevin grin when they arrive at Mrs Graham's flat?

(3) Give as much information about the Kings as possible.

(4) Pick out elements showing that the Kings do their best to make the children feel comfortable and at ease with them.

(5) From what the Kings say, what can you infer about the schools the children will be going to?

(6) Who do the Kings remind Sade of?

C/ Going further

(7) "Sade said nothing. With everything 'sorted out', what was there to say? They were simply parcelled up again and sent on to another address" p.98. Imagine Sade's feelings.

(8) What does Mr King mean by "Who can say? We might even be related!"?

Chapter 20
The first part of the chapter will be commentary 3 for your exam. (pp.102-105)
Read the second part of the chapter and answer the questions.

A/ (1) Give the following information
Sade’s group: ______________________

Sade’s tutor: _________________________

Mariam’s country of origin: _____________________

B/ Answer the following questions
(2) Explain why Kevin Graham is smirking. Do you think it is a good or bad omen? 
(3) How does Sade try to keep your head up?

(4) Pick out elements showing that this school is very different from her school in Nigeria.

(5) What do we know about Mariam? Why might she be a good companion for Sade?
Chapter 21
Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ Answer the following questions.

(2) Pick out four elements showing that there is a lack of discipline in this school.

(3) Comment on Donna and Marcia's attitude towards Sade. Include quotations in your answer. (Be prepared to talk 4 minutes)

(4) Pick out elements showing that Marcia and Donna have a prejudiced, stereotyped vision of Nigeria.

(5) Explain how the girls threaten Marcia.

C/ Going further

(6) Throughout the chapter Sade goes through various emotional states. Find the different parts in the narrative for each state of mind she goes through and give an adjective to describe it.

(7) Why isn't the reader told about Femi's first day at school?
(8) Why do you think the author finishes the chapter with a rhetorical question?
Chapter 22
Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ Answer the following questions.

(2) Give a definition of the noun "bully" (pl. bullies).

(3) Can you answer Sade's question p.115 "Why had they taken such instant dislike to her?"

(4) What action does her father advocate against bullies?

(5) Do you think Mr Solaja has changed his mind since his wife was killed?

C/ Going further

(6) What is the role of proverbs in the narrative?

(7) Pick out elements showing that Femi is becoming more and more withdrawn. Try to explain why.

(8) Analyse Sade's bad dream and relate it to the title.

(9) Who is the "Bully-Boy"? Who are the "Bully-Boy Soldiers"? (p.118) 

(10) On pp.118-199, how many questions can you count? Why are there so many questions in this passage?

(11) Do you think Sade holds her father responsible for her mother's death? Why (not)? Do you think she should (not)?

Chapter 23
Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ Answer the following questions.

(2) Suggest a translation for "goody-goody" (top p.120). The context may help you.

(3) When she arrives at school in the morning, has Sade decided whether to hand in her English work or not?

(4) Pick out one sentence showing that Sade is scared of going to class.

(5) Explain the expression "teacher's pet". Then, suggest a translation in French.

C/ Going further

(6) Analyse the girls' -especially Marcia's- bullying techniques. In particular, focus on her threatening speech p.121. Be prepared to talk about it for 4 minutes.
(7) Look closely at Sade’s encounter with Marcia’s group (“With her head…”). How did Naidoo write this passage? What effect is produced?
Chapter 24
Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ Answer the following questions.

(2) What advice would her mother have given Sade? What about her father?

(3) Say why Sade feels sick as Aunt Gracie speaks to the operator for a long time on the phone.

C/ Going further

(4) The children are reluctant to give crucial information that could help them to get in touch with their family back in Nigeria. Imagine how they may feel.

(5) How does Sade feel towards Femi? Is Femi understandable? Why (not)?
(6) Can you account for Femi's aggressive attitude towards his sister when she tries to speak to him?

(7) Comment on the following quotation from p.125: "he could not prevent Marcia from entering the yard and pointing her accusing finger at Sade."

Chapter 25
Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ Answer the following questions.

(2) What is the test alluded to by Donna?

(3) Focus on the following passage p.132 : " 'Excuse me?' Sade confronted Marcia's gaze. For a fleeting second, Marcia's eyes wavered before resettling on her prey." 

(4) Comment on Sade's and Marcia's reactions. Comment on the author's use of the word "prey".

(5) Explain why Sade "was asking for the wrong reasons" p.134.

C/ Going further

(6) Imagine what might have happened to Mariam and her family.

Chapter 26

Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ VOCABULARY.

(2) Throughout the chapter, pick out all the elements related to the lexical field of FEAR and classify them in the following categories: nouns - adjectives - verbs - adverbs - expressions

C/ Answer the following questions.

(3) Why does Sade feel so bad when Mariam confesses she has never talked about her family to anyone before?

(4) Throughout this chapter Sade keeps thinking about why she shouldn't steal the lighter and, yet, why she has to. List the arguments classifying them into two categories: she shouldn't because ... vs. she has to because ...

(5) How does Sade feel when she is back at the Kings'?

Chapter 27
Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ Answer the following questions.
(2) Why was Mariam’s father taken away?
(3) Compare Mariam’s father’s story with that of Sade’s father.

(4) Complete map 2 with cities mentioned in the chapter and draw Mariam’s journey through Somalia. Complete maps 3 and 4 drawing Mariam’s journey from Mogadishu onwards.  

(5) Where did they stay in Kenya? For how long?
(6) What happened to Hassan? What important decision did he make? Why? Do you understand him?
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C/Further analysis

(7) Why can we say that Mariam’s story is tragic?
(8) Most of Mariam’s story is told in simple sentences or sentences made up of one main clause and one subordinate clause. What effect does this have on the reader?
D/Historical background
(9) Find information about President Barre and the political situation at the time of the narrative.
Chapter 28
Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ Vocabulary.

(2) Pick out the elements related to the lexical field of IMPRISONMENT and ENTRAPMENT. 

(3) Comment on the author's choice of words.

C/ Answer the following questions.

(4) What does Marcia's accusation in the dream reveal about Sade's state of mind?

(5) According to Sade, what must be the reason of Mama Appiah's visit?

(6) Why has Mr Solaja been arrested?

(7) Explain why Sade is "stunned" (p.147).
(8) “Sade’s head curled inwards like a snail that has lost its shell.” Explain this simile.
D/ Further analysis

(9) To what extent can this chapter be considered as a turning point in the narrative?

Chapter 29
( 4th passage for the oral examination: chapter 29, pp.152-154
Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Use it in the introduction of your commentary.
B/ Vocabulary.

(2) Pick out the elements related to the lexical field of IMPRISONMENT and ENTRAPMENT. 

(3) Comment on the author's choice of words.
(4) Conclude and use this in your commentary.
C/ Answer the following questions.

(5) What did Sade know of the UK before she arrived?

D/ Further analysis

(6) Focus on the passage from "there was so much to tell Papa" to "at home" (p.155).

(7) What type of sentences is used? What can you say about their rhythm? What effect is produced?

(8) Imagine what states of mind Sade must be going through.
(9) Why does Naidoo use flashback at this point to tell us about the dictionaries on the desk?
Chapter 30
Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ Vocabulary.

(2) Pick out the elements related to the lexical field of TRUTH and DECEPTION
. Note down how many times each word appears.

C/ Answer the following questions.

(3) What do you immediately notice about this chapter?

(4) Who writes? To whom? Comment on the use of fonts throughout this chapter.

(5) Why did the author choose to use letters in his narrative?

(6) What is the effect produced on the reader?

(7) What literary genre makes extensive use of letters? How do you call a novel composed of letters only?

(8) What are the main topics of the letters? What does it reveal about Mr Solaja's personality?

(9) Pick out elements showing that Femi is still very withdrawn and reluctant to communicate with anybody.

(10) Why do the Nigerian authorities claim Mr Solaja killed his wife? Comment on the use of capital letters in Sade's letter.

D/ Further analysis

(11) Comment on the segment "like a little stone" p.163.

(12) Focus on Sade's letter dates 11 December. Comment on the evolution of Sade's mood throughout the letter. Try to explain.

(13) In Part B-Vocabulary, you made a list of words related to the lexical field of truth and deception. Are there many? Relate this chapter to the title. 

Chapter 31
Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ Vocabulary.

(2) Pick out the elements related to the lexical field of TRUTH and DECEPTION.

C/ Answer the following questions.

(3) Can you explain Femi's first reaction: "I'll miss my programmes if I go" p.167.

D/ Further analysis

Chapter 32

Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ Answer the following questions.

(2) Why doesn't Sade want the Kings to accompany them?

(3) Analyse Femi's attitude during their meeting with the TV presenter.

C/ Further analysis

(4) Focus on the passage from "Once off the bus" (p.172) to "enough to snap" (p.178). Fill in the grid below with elements taken from the text.

Light & darkness

Weather

Solitude

(5) What atmosphere is created through the accumulation of these elements? In your opinion, why did the author choose to create such an atmosphere?

(6) What can you say about the pace of action in this chapter? How is it done? Explain the author's choice.

(7) More generally, why do you think it is important as an author to pay attention to the atmosphere you create?

Chapter 33
Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ Going further
(2) Why do you think the writer gives us a word for word account of the news item rather than tell us through Sade’s words?
Chapter 34

Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ Answer the following questions.

(2) Describe the atmosphere at the demonstration.

What do we learn about Uncle Dele?

(3) To what extent can we say that Mr Solaja’s case has become political?
Comment on the title.
C/ RESEARCH on the historical context.

"In his spare time Uncle Dele had been working with Nigerians for Democracy in London. They had been arguing that Nigeria should not be allowed to attend the Commonwealth Conference. In fact, they wanted Nigeria to be expelled from the Commonwealth until there were proper elections that allowed people to vote freely for a new government." (pp.189-190)

(4) What is the Commonwealth?

(5) When did Nigeria enter the Commonwealth?

(6) Is Nigerians for Democracy a fictional or non-fictional organization?

(7) What Commonwealth Conference is alluded to here?

(8) Was Nigeria eventually expelled from the Commonwealth? Give details.

(9) What are the consequences of an expulsion from the Commonwealth of Nations?

(10) Do you think it is an effective way of putting pressure on a dictatorial, corrupted regime? Justify your point of view.
D/Give your opinion.

“As long as we have our pens, we can talk.” What does Mr Solaja suggest? Do you think it always stands? Why (not)?
Chapter 35
Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ Answer the following questions.

(2) What literary genre does the story Leopard and Tortoise remind you of?

(3) What is the morality?

(4) How do you call a narrative included in another narrative?

(5) "Across the oceans of time, words are mightier than swords." (p.193) Comment. Can you give an example to illustrate Mr Solaja's sentence?

(6) What message is hidden in the story to comfort the children?
Chapter 36

Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ Answer the following questions.

(2) Try to reconstitute Miss Harcourt's words p.198. Explain in your opinion why Sade passed out.

(3) Comment on Mariam's uncle's sentence p.196 : "Let them think you steal it. People like that are no good. Don't fight them. Just keep away." 

C/ Further analysis

(4) What do you think Sade's Oko and Iyawo symbolize?

(5) What effect does the flashback to Grandma have on the reader?
(6) What devices and ideas does the writer use in the flashback to suggest mystery and fear?
Chapter 37

( 7th passage for the oral examination: chapter 37
 

Breaking down

 

A/ Answer the following questions that will help you build your commentary. 

 

(1) Show that Sade is still grieving her mother and that she has not come to terms with it yet.

(2) Describe the atmosphere at the Kings’ and, in particular, Sade’s bedroom.

(3) What does she draw? Why? Pay attention to the description too.

(4) Analyse the building up of tension and anger throughout the chapter. Where is the climax?

(5) Why is she angry? Explain the title of the chapter. Who is to blame? For what? (several interpretations?)

(6) Comment on Femi’s attitude in this scene. Comment on Sade’s attitude towards him.

(7) What is the turning point in the chapter? Explain.

(8) How does Sade interpret her recurrent bad dream?
(9) Don’t forget to assess the place of this passage within the book.
Chapter 38
Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ Answer the following questions.

(2) Try to account for Sade's attitude.

(3) Pick out all the elements showing that she has retired in her shell.
Chapter 39
Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ Answer the following questions.

(2) Explain the proverbs "Don't judge the village by the chief" and "If the dog steals, will you punish the goat?" p.207.

(3) Imagine Sade's evolution of feelings and state of mind as she reads through the letter.

Chapter 40
Where is Papa?

A very different Christmas

( 8thpassage for the oral examination: chapter 40, pp.210-213
A/ Study the following questions that will help you build your commentary. 
(1) What time of the year is it? Justify by quoting several elements.

(2) How much time has gone by since Sade and Femi arrived in England? Does it seem little or much to you? Why?

(3) We are approaching the end of the book. Why do you think the author has chosen Christmas as a temporal setting?

(4) Why is it “nothing like any Christmas she knew”? 

(5) How has the writer created tension in the end of this chapter?
(6) Justify the use of italics in the chapter.

(7) What is repeated several times in the passage in italics? Why? What is the effect produced?

(8) Explain the value of the modal WOULD in “they would watch Baba” and “they would drive past”.

(9) What is the transition with the next passage (“Aunt Gracie had mentioned…”?

(10) Analyse the children’s attitude throughout this chapter. 
(11) Focus on Sade’s phone conversation with her dad. Why does he ask for her advice?

(12) Explain his last sentence.

 

 

Chapter 41

Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ Answer the following questions.

(2) Comment on the following sentence: "Even if her brother kept his misery wrapped up like a hand grenade, at least they were together" p.217.

(3) In what circumstances was the children's father released?

C/ Further analysis

(7) On p.221, what key word takes the reader back to chapter 1? What is the role of this analepse?

(8) What extended metaphor is used in this passage? Could you have used a better metaphor to talk about the family's journey?

(9) Why does Femi now feel he can express his emotions and cry?
(10) Explain the effect of the ellipsis in the title of the chapter.
(11) What does “home” mean in this novel?
Chapter 42

Read the chapter and answer the following questions.

A/ Summary
(1) Take notes about the main events related in this chapter. Be prepared to talk for about 4 minutes.
B/ Give your opinion as a reader

(2) Why has the writer finished the novel with a letter from Sade to her grandmother?

(3) Do you think this is a satisfactory end to the novel? Why (not)?
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� Check this word in the dictionary.







