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Ce sujet comprend 3 documents :

- Document 1:

- Document 2:

- Document 3:

Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice, London: Everyman’s
Library, 1991 [1813].

William Hogarth, ‘The Marriage Settlement’, Marriage a-
la-mode, 1743. Oil on canvas, 69.9 cm x 90.8 cm (27.5
in x 35.7 in), National Gallery, London.

Barbara Leigh Smith, A Brief Summary, in Plain
Language, of the Most Important Laws Concerning
Women, Together with a Few Observations Thereon,
London: John Chapman, 1854.

Compte tenu des caractéristiques de ce dossier et des différentes
possibilités d’exploitation qu’il offre, vous indiquerez a quel niveau
d’apprentissage vous pourriez le destiner et quels objectifs vous vous
fixeriez. Vous présenterez et justifierez votre démarche pour atteindre ces

objectifs.
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Document 1: Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice, London: Everyman’s
Library, 1991 [1813], pp. 1-2.

It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a
good fortune must be in want of a wife.

However little known the feelings or views of such a man may be on his
first entering a neighbourhood, this truth is so well fixed in the minds of
the surrounding families, that he is considered the rightful property of
some one or other of their daughters.

‘My dear Mr Bennet,” said his lady to him one day, ‘have you heard that
Netherfield Park is let at last?’

Mr Bennet replied that he had not.

‘But it is,’ returned she; ‘for Mrs Long has just been here, and she told me
all about it.’

Mr Bennet made no answer.

‘Do you not want to know who has taken it?’ cried his wife impatiently.
‘You want to tell me, and I have no objection to hearing it.’

This was invitation enough.

‘Why, my dear, you must know, Mrs Long says that Netherfield is taken by
a young man of large fortune from the north of England; that he came
down on Monday in a chaise and four to see the place, and was so much
delighted with it, that he agreed with Mr Morris immediately; that he is to
take possession before Michaelmas, and some of his servants are to be in
the house by the end of next week.’

‘What is his name?’
‘Bingley.’
‘Is he married or single?’

‘Oh! single, my dear, to be sure! A single man of large fortune; four or
five thousand a year. What a fine thing for our girls!’

‘How so? How can it affect them?’

‘My dear Mr Bennet,’ replied his wife, ‘how can you be so tiresome! You
must know that I am thinking of his marrying one of them.’

‘Is that his design in settling here?’
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‘Design! nonsense, how can you talk so! But it is very likely that he may
fall in love with one of them, and therefore you must visit him as soon as
he comes.’

‘I see no occasion for that. You and the girls may go, or you may send
them by themselves, which perhaps will be still better, for as you are as
handsome as any of them, Mr Bingley may like you the best of the party.’

‘My dear, you flatter me. I certainly have had my share of beauty, but I
do not pretend to be anything extraordinary now. When a woman has five
grown-up daughters, she ought to give over thinking of her own beauty.’

‘In such cases, a woman has not often much beauty to think of.’

‘But, my dear, you must indeed go and see Mr Bingley when he comes
into the neighbourhood.’

‘It is more than I engage for, I assure you.’

‘But consider your daughters. Only think what an establishment it would
be for one of them. Sir William and Lady Lucas are determined to go,
merely on that account, for in general, you know, they visit no
newcomers. Indeed you must go, for it will be impossible for us to visit
him if you do not.’

‘You are over-scrupulous, surely. I dare say Mr Bingley will be very glad to
see you; and I will send a few lines by you to assure him of my hearty
consent to his marrying whichever he chooses of the girls; though I must
throw in a good word for my little Lizzy.’

‘I desire you will do no such thing. Lizzy is not a bit better than the others

[..].
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Document 2: William Hogarth, ‘The Marriage Settlement’, Marriage a-la-
mode, 1743. QOil on canvas, 69.9 cm x 90.8 cm (27.5 in x 35.7 in),
London: National Gallery.

Document iconographique également consultable sur la tablette
multimédia fournie.
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Document 3: Barbara Leigh Smith, A Brief Summary, in Plain Language,
of the Most Important Laws Concerning Women, Together with a Few
Observations Thereon, London: John Chapman, 1854, pp 14 - 15.

REMARKS.
THESE are the principal laws concerning women. [...]

[A married woman] is absorbed, and can hold nothing of herself, she
has no legal right to any property; not even her clothes, books, and
household goods are her own, and any money which she earns can be
robbed from her legally by her husband, nay, even after the
commencement of a treaty of marriage she cannot dispose of her own
property without the knowledge of her betrothed. If she should do so, it is
deemed a fraud in law and can be set aside after marriage as an injury to
her husband.

It is always said, even by those who support the existing law, that it
is in fact never acted upon by men of good feeling. That is true; but the
very admission condemns the law, and it is not right that the good feeling
of men should be all that a woman can look to for simple justice.

There is now a large and increasing class of women who gain their
own livelihood, and the abolition of the laws which give husbands this
unjust power is most urgently needed.

Rich men and fathers might still make what settlements they pleased,
and appoint trustees for the protection of minors and such women as
needed protection; but we imagine it well proved that the principle of
protection is wrong, and that the education of freedom and responsibility
will enable women to take better care of themselves and others too than
can be insured to them by any legal precautions.

Upon women of the labouring classes the difficulty of keeping and
using their own earnings presses most hardly. In that rank of life where
the support of the family depends often on the joint earnings of husband
and wife, it is indeed cruel that the earnings of both should be in the
hands of one, and not even in the hands of that one who has naturally the
strongest desire to promote the welfare of the children.

All who are familiar with the working classes know how much
suffering and privation is caused by the exercise of this right by drunken
and bad men. It is true that men are legally bound to support their wives
and children, but this does not compensate women for the loss of their
moral right to their own property and earnings, nor for the loss of the
mental development and independence of character gained by the
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possession and thoughtful appropriation of money; nor, it must be
remembered, can the claim to support be enforced on the part of the wife
unless she appeals to a court of law. Alas, how much will not a woman
endure before she will publicly plead for a maintenance!

Why, we ask, should there be this difference between the married
and unmarried condition of women? And why does marriage make so little
legal difference to men, and such a mighty legal difference to women? [...]
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