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Ce sujet comprend 3 documents : 

 

- Document 1 : Charles Dickens, “Chapter Eight”, Great Expectations, 

1860-1861, Newcastle upon Tyne: CGP Classics, 2010. 

- Document 2 : William Shakespeare, Measure for Measure (1604), Act 3, 

scene 1, The New Oxford Shakespeare: Oxford World’s 

Classics, 2024. 

- Document 3 : John William Waterhouse, Mariana in the South, 1897, oil 

on canvas, 114 cm × 74 cm, artuk.org. 

 

Compte tenu des caractéristiques de ce dossier et des différentes 

possibilités d’exploitation qu’il offre, vous indiquerez à quel niveau 

d’apprentissage vous pourriez le destiner et quels objectifs vous vous 

fixeriez. Vous présenterez et justifierez votre démarche pour atteindre ces 

objectifs. 
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Document 1 : Charles Dickens, “Chapter Eight”, Great Expectations, 1860-

1861, Newcastle upon Tyne: CGP Classics, 2010, pp.47–48. 

 

I entered, therefore, and found myself in a pretty large room, well lighted 

with wax candles. No glimpse of daylight was to be seen in it. It was a 

dressing-room, as I supposed from the furniture, though much of it was of 

forms and uses then quite unknown to me. But prominent in it was a draped 

table with a gilded looking-glass, and that I made out at first sight to be a 5 

fine lady’s dressing-table. 

Whether I should have made out this object so soon if there had been 

no fine lady sitting at it, I cannot say. In an arm-chair, with an elbow resting 

on the table and her head leaning on that hand, sat the strangest lady I 

have ever seen, or shall ever see. 10 

She was dressed in rich materials,—satins, and lace, and silks,—all of 

white. Her shoes were white. And she had a long white veil dependent from 

her hair, and she had bridal flowers in her hair, but her hair was white. 

Some bright jewels sparkled on her neck and on her hands, and some other 

jewels lay sparkling on the table. Dresses, less splendid than the dress she 15 

wore, and half-packed trunks, were scattered about. She had not quite 

finished dressing, for she had but one shoe on,—the other was on the table 

near her hand,—her veil was but half arranged, her watch and chain were 

not put on, and some lace for her bosom lay with those trinkets, and with 

her handkerchief, and gloves, and some flowers, and a Prayer-Book all 20 

confusedly heaped about the looking-glass. 

It was not in the first few moments that I saw all these things, though 

I saw more of them in the first moments than might be supposed. But I saw 

that everything within my view which ought to be white, had been white 

long ago, and had lost its lustre and was faded and yellow. I saw that the 25 

bride within the bridal dress had withered like the dress, and like the 

flowers, and had no brightness left but the brightness of her sunken eyes. 

I saw that the dress had been put upon the rounded figure of a young 

woman, and that the figure upon which it now hung loose had shrunk to 

skin and bone. Once, I had been taken to see some ghastly waxwork at the 30 

Fair, representing I know not what impossible personage lying in state. 

Once, I had been taken to one of our old marsh churches to see a skeleton 

in the ashes of a rich dress that had been dug out of a vault under the 

church pavement. Now, waxwork and skeleton seemed to have dark eyes 

that moved and looked at me. I should have cried out, if I could. 35 

 

  



AIA 2025 – EPC 

 

Page 3 sur 5 
 

Document 2 : William Shakespeare, Measure for Measure (1604), Act 3, 

scene 1, The New Oxford Shakespeare: Oxford World’s Classics, 2024, 

pp.116–118. 

 

The Duke is disguised as a friar, when he addresses Isabella, who has to 

sacrifice her virginity to Angelo if she wants to free her brother Claudio.

DUKE   Virtue is bold, and goodness never fearful. Have you not heard speak 

of Mariana, the sister of Frederick, the great soldier who miscarried at sea?  

ISABELLA   I have heard of the lady, and good words went with her name.  

DUKE   She should this Angelo have married, was affianced to her oath, and 

the nuptial appointed; between which time of the contract and limit of the 5 

solemnity, her brother Frederick was wrecked at sea, having in that 

perished vessel the dowry of his sister. But mark how heavily this befell to 

the poor gentlewoman. There she lost a noble and renowned brother, in his 

love toward her ever most kind and natural; with him the portion and sinew 

of her fortune, her marriage dowry; with both, her combinate husband, this 10 

well-seeming Angelo.  

ISABELLA   Can this be so? Did Angelo so leave her?  

DUKE   Left her in her tears, and dried not one of them with his comfort; 

swallowed his vows whole, pretending in her discoveries of dishonour; in 

few, bestowed her on her own lamentation, which she yet wears for his 15 

sake, and he, a marble to her tears, is washed with them, but relents not.  

ISABELLA   What a merit were it in death to take this poor maid from the 

world! What corruption in this life, that it will let this man live! But how out 

of this can she avail?  

DUKE   It is a rupture that you may easily heal, and the cure of it not only 20 

saves your brother, but keeps you from dishonour in doing it.  

ISABELLA   Show me how, good father. 

DUKE   This forenamed maid hath yet in her the continuance of her first 

affection. His unjust unkindness, that in all reason should have quenched 

her love, hath, like an impediment in the current, made it more violent and 25 

unruly. Go you to Angelo, answer his requiring with a plausible obedience, 

agree with his demands to the point; only refer yourself to this advantage: 

first, that your stay with him may not be long; that the time may have all 

shadow and silence in it; and the place answer to convenience. This being 

granted in course, and now follows all. We shall advise this wronged maid 30 

to stead up your appointment, go in your place. If the encounter 

acknowledge itself hereafter, it may compel him to her recompense; and 
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here, by this is your brother saved, your honour untainted, the poor Mariana 

advantaged, and the corrupt deputy scaled. The maid will I frame and make 

fit for his attempt. If you think well to carry this, as you may, the doubleness 35 

of the benefit defends the deceit from reproof. What think you of it?  

ISABELLA   The image of it gives me content already, and I trust it will grow 

to a most prosperous perfection.  

DUKE   It lies much in your holding up. Haste you speedily to Angelo. If for 

this night he entreat you to his bed, give him promise of satisfaction. I will 40 

presently to Saint Luke’s; there, at the moated grange, resides this dejected 

Mariana. At that place call upon me; and dispatch with Angelo, that it may 

be quickly.  

ISABELLA   I thank you for this comfort. Fare you well, good father. 
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Document 3 : John William Waterhouse, Mariana in the South, 1897, oil 

on canvas, 114 cm × 74 cm, artuk.org. 

 

 

 

 


