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Representation, Heritage and Diversity
From Biculturalism to Multiculturalism in 
Canada

Diversity in Early Canada

➢Between 200,000 and 500,000 Indigenous People in 
Canada at the time of European Settlement

➢1608: Foundation of Quebec

➢1867: Confederation (The Dominion of Canada)

➢1876: Indian Act
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Samuel de Champlain Statue, Québec City. Source: https://fr.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fichier:Monument_de_Samuel_de_Champlain_-

_08.jpg, Creative Commons.

Political map of Canada, showing its 10 provinces and 3 territories. Source: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Map_Canada_political-geo.png Public Domain.

https://fr.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fichier:Monument_de_Samuel_de_Champlain_-_08.jpg
https://fr.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fichier:Monument_de_Samuel_de_Champlain_-_08.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Map_Canada_political-geo.png
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➢The Surge of Postwar Immigration

➢The 1960s and the Quiet Revolution in Quebec

➢Royal Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism (1963-
69) 

➢1969: Official Languages Act
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Chart1. “150 years of immigration in Canada”, Statistics Canada Website. Source: 

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/11-630-x/11-630-x2016006-eng.htm

“Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedom”, Justice Law Website. Source: 

https://laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/const/page-12.html

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/11-630-x/11-630-x2016006-eng.htm
https://laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/const/page-12.html
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➢1971: Prime Minister 
Pierre Elliott Trudeau 
gives a speech on 
Multiculturalism within a 
bilingual and bicultural 
framework

➢1988: Multiculturalism 
Act
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“Canadian Multiculturalism Act”, Justice Law Website. Source: https://laws-

lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-18.7/page-1.html

“Loi sur le multiculturalisme canadien”, Site Web de la législation (Justice). 

Source: https://lois-laws.justice.gc.ca/fra/lois/c-18.7/page-1.html

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-18.7/page-1.html
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-18.7/page-1.html
https://lois-laws.justice.gc.ca/fra/lois/c-18.7/page-1.html
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The Limits of 
Multiculturalism?

➢ Indigenous Peoples of 
Canada

➢Quebec: Interculturalism 
and Reasonable 
Accommodation

➢ Celebrating and 
Criticizing 
Multiculturalism
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Photo of Justin Trudeau (Prime 
Minister) and his Cabinet.

Ottawa, Ontario – July 26, 2023

Source: https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/photos/2023/07/26/prime-
minister-justin-trudeau-participates-swearing-ceremony-

members-Canadian. Photo by Adam Scotti (PMO) 
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https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/photos/2023/07/26/prime-minister-justin-trudeau-participates-swearing-ceremony-members-Canadian
https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/photos/2023/07/26/prime-minister-justin-trudeau-participates-swearing-ceremony-members-Canadian
https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/photos/2023/07/26/prime-minister-justin-trudeau-participates-swearing-ceremony-members-Canadian
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